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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 

ASI was contracted by Tenblock to undertake a Stage 1 Archaeological Assessment of 1875 Steeles 

Avenue West, Part 1, Registered Plan 64R-3077, part of Lot 25, Concession 2 West of Yonge Street, in 

the former Township of York, York County, now in the City of Toronto, Ontario. The overall size of the 

subject property is approximately 1.41 ha. Permission to access the subject property and to carry 

out all activities necessary for the completion of the assessment was granted by the proponent on 

January 28, 2020. 

 

The Stage 1 background assessment entailed consideration of the proximity of previously registered 

archaeological sites and the original environmental setting of the property, along with  nineteenth- 

and twentieth-century settlement trends and consultation with the City of Toronto Archaeological 

Management Plan (ASI 2004).  

 

Despite possessing certain criteria indicative of pre-contact and historical archaeological potential, 

the aerial photography from the twentieth century in conjunction with the field review has 

determined that the subject property has undergone significant and widespread disturbance from 

the construction of the extant residential complex and surrounding parking lot. Given the 

widespread and intensive ground disturbance, the potential of recovering any in situ archaeological 

material on the subject property is nil. In light of these results and in accordance with the Ministry of 

Heritage, Sport, Tourism, and Culture Industries 2011 Standards and Guidelines for Consultant 

Archaeologists, no further archaeological assessment of the subject property is required. 
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1.0 PROJECT CONTEXT 
 

ASI was contracted by Tenblock to undertake a Stage 1 Archaeological Assessment of 1875 Steeles 

Avenue West, part of Lot 25, Concession 2 West of Yonge Street (W.Y.S.), Part 1 of Registered Plan 

64R-3077, in the former Township of York, County of York, now in the City of Toronto, Ontario (Figure 

1). The overall size of the subject property is approximately 1.41 ha. 

 

 

1.1 Development Context  
 

This assessment was conducted under the senior project management of Ms. Beverly Garner and Jennifer 

Ley (R376), the project management of  Ms. Emily Fitzpatrick (R1092), and the project direction of Mr. 

Robb Bhardwaj (P449) under the Ministry of Heritage, Sport, Tourism, and Culture Industries (MHSTCI) 

PIF P449-0405-2020. All activities carried out during this assessment were completed as part of a Zoning 

By-law Amendment, as required by the City of Toronto and the Ontario Planning Act (MMAH 1990). 

All work was completed in accordance with the Ontario Heritage Act (Ministry of Culture [MCL] 1990, 

now administered by MHSTCI) and the Standards and Guidelines for Consultant Archaeologists (S & G) 

(Ministry of Tourism and Culture [MTC] 2011; now administered by MHSTCI). 

 

All work carried out for this assessment was also guided by the City of Toronto Archaeological 

Management Plan (ASI 2004), currently in development, which provides further refinement with regards 

to potential buffers surrounding any noted features or characteristics which affect archaeological 

potential. 

 

Permission to access the subject property and to carry out all activities necessary for the completion of the 

assessment was granted by the proponent on January 28, 2020.  

 

 

1.2 Historical Context  
 

The purpose of this section is to describe the past and present land use and the settlement history of the 

subject property, and any other relevant historical information gathered through background research. 

 

The subject property is located within part of Lot 25, Concession 2 W.Y.S., in the City of Toronto. 

Historically, the subject property is located in the former York Township, County of York. The subject 

property is currently in an urban residential setting on the north edge of the City of Toronto. 

 

 

1.2.1 Indigenous Overview 
 

Southern Ontario has a cultural history that begins approximately 11,000 years ago and continues to the 

present. Table 1 provides a general summary of the pre-contact Indigenous settlement of the subject 

property and surrounding area.   
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1.2.2 Historical Overview 
 

Township Survey and Settlement 
 

The land which comprises the former York Township was alienated by the British from 

the Mississaugas by provisional Treaty 13, the “Toronto Purchase,” dated at the Bay of Quinte on 

September 23, 1787. Due to certain irregularities contained in the original document, this purchase was 

confirmed by a second treaty dated August 1, 1805. Between 1784 and 1792, this area of southern Ontario 

formed a part of the judicial District of Montreal in the Province of Quebec. Augustus Jones undertook 

the first township survey for York in 1791, when the base line, corresponding to present day Queen 

Street, was established (Winearls 1991:591; Firth 1962:11). The Township comprised part of the East 

Riding of York in the Home District, which, between 1792 and 1800, was administered from Niagara. 

York was planned to be the unofficial capital of Upper Canada in the winter of 1796. It was not, however, 

until February 1798 that it was selected as the “seat of Government on mature deliberation” by the Duke 

of Portland. On January 1, 1800, the Home District was elevated into a separated administrative district 

from Niagara. Following the abolition of the Districts in 1849, the Home District was succeeded by the 

United Counties of York, Peel and Ontario in 1850. Ontario and Peel were elevated to separate county 

status in 1851-52 (Firth 1962:24–27; Armstrong 1985:143).  

  

The Town of York was incorporated as the City of Toronto on March 6, 1834. The etymology of 

“Toronto” is most likely related to the Toronto passages (ASI 2004). It is thought to be derived from the 

Mohawk word tkaronto which means “where there are trees standing in the water” or from the Huron-

Wendat word toronton meaning “place of meetings” / “place of plenty.” Late seventeenth and early 

eighteenth-century French sources refer to Lake Simcoe as Lac Taronto, which is thought to be on 

account of the fish weir at the Narrows between Lake Simcoe and Lake Couchiching (NRCAN 2007). By 

1670, Lake Simcoe is also found labeled on a number of early French maps as Lac de Taronto and in 

1686, the Humber carrying place was known as the Passage de Taronto and later as Riviere Taronto. On 

the other hand, Nicolas Perrot, a seventeenth-century explorer, interpreter, and fur-trader, used Toronto in 

his memoirs to apply to the old Huron country evacuated in 1650. He also noted that Toronto was used by 

Cadillac in a letter at the turn of the seventeenth century and by the remnant populations of the exiled 

Table 1: Outline of Southern Ontario Prehistory 

Period Archaeological/ Material Culture Date Range Lifeways/ Attributes 
PALEO-INDIAN 

Early Gainey, Barnes, Crowfield 11,000 – 10,500 BP Big game hunters 
Late Holcombe, Hi-Lo, lanceolate 10,500 – 9,500 BP Small nomadic groups 

ARCHAIC 

Early Nettling, Bifurcate-base 9,800 – 8,000 BP Nomadic hunters and gatherers 
Middle Kirk, Stanley, Brewerton, Laurentian 8,000 – 2,000 BP Transition to territorial settlements 
Late Lamoka, Genesee, Crawford Knoll, Innes 4,500 – 2,500 BP Polished/ground stone tools (small 

stemmed) 

WOODLAND 

Early Meadowood 2,800 – 2,400 BP Introduction of pottery 
Middle Point Peninsula, Saugeen 2,400 – 1,200 BP Incipient horticulture 
Late Algonkian, Iroquoian 1,200 – 700 BP Transition to village life and 

agriculture 
 Algonkian, Iroquoian 700 – 600 BP Establishment of large palisaded 

villages 
 Algonkian, Iroquoian 600 – 400 BP Tribal differentiation and warfare 

HISTORICAL 

Early Huron, Neutral, Petun, Odawa, Ojibwa AD 1600 – 1650 Tribal displacements 
Late Six Nations Iroquois, Ojibwa AD 1650 – 1800's  
 Euro-Canadian AD 1800 – present European settlement 
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Hurons, Petuns and Neutrals as the name of the region from which they had been expelled fifty years 

before by the Iroquois.  

  

In its first 30 years, York Township (as differentiated from the Town of York) was a rolling and well-

wooded countryside. The centre of the township was present day Yonge Street and Eglinton Avenue or 

Eglinton Village. Eglinton Avenue, which was surveyed as the township’s baseline, was at that time 

known as Baseline Road, and the crossroads community had a number of services including four hotels 

and a Masonic Hall. Yonge Street was settled on both sides and one mile south of Eglinton, the Davis 

family ran a pottery business (in the community later known as Davisville). A large number of suburban 

residences were constructed along the Davenport Ridge, an early Indigenous trail. Other villages in the 

township and their years of incorporation included Yorkville (1884) and North Toronto (Eglinton and 

Davisville combined, 1889). The villages of Riverdale, Rosedale, the Annex, Seaton Village and 

Sunnyside were all annexed directly to Toronto during the 1880s.  

  

The population of the Township increased steadily during the nineteenth century. In 1797, the total 

number of inhabitants “of Yonge Street” was estimated at 86 persons (ie, 52 males and 34 females) but 

within the space of one decade, the Township proper contained 502 men, women, children and 

“servants.” At the outbreak of the War of 1812, York Township contained 756 inhabitants, and by 1823 

this number had increased to 1,909 residents. In 1837, the population had reached 4,320, and by 1842 this 

number had increased again to 5,720 (Walton 1837:189; Smith 1846:335; Smith 1851:43; Mosser 1984:6, 

93, 156). This required the growing urban area to stretch its northern limits from Queen Street to Bloor 

Street. Outside of the core of the city, especially north along Yonge Street, Yorkville (above Bloor) was a 

prosperous village and some Torontonians settled between Bloor and Eglinton as new street railway 

services improved suburban to urban access.   

  

New immigration and more land annexation, including North Toronto and Moore Park in 1912, resulted 

in strong population growth. The geographic area of the city doubled between 1891 and 1912 and the 

population grew from 181,000 to 378,000 during the same period. During the 1920s, a dramatic economic 

boom fueled the construction of new office towers: a total of fourteen between 1922 and 1928. Increased 

automobile usage necessitated improvements to local roads and crossings. Before the Second World War 

ended, a post-war reconstruction plan was put together for the city and this represented the first overall 

approach to urban planning since Governor Simcoe envisioned plans for York in 1793. Residential lots 

were divided and subdivided as the city’s density increased, new office buildings and manufacturing 

plants filled in open spaces, and public transportation networks were expanded.   

  

Toronto is Ontario’s capital city and Canada’s largest municipality, after its amalgamation in 1998 of all 

the former cities of Toronto, North York, Scarborough, York and Etobicoke, and the former borough of 

East York.  

 

 
Early Development of the Community of Fisherville 
 

The community of Fisherville was named after Jacob Fisher, who came to Canada with 22 members of 

his Pennsylvania family in 1797. The family received land in Vaughan Township and North York, 

bordering Steeles Avenue. The settlement was formed around a mill site on the Don River West Branch, 

east of Dufferin Avenue. The Fisher family established a sawmill around 1820 and then developed a grist 

mill. In 1836, the property around the mill was divided into smaller lots (Hart 1968:224). 

 

The Gore and Vaughan Plank Road (now Dufferin Street) was built in 1855. In that year, Jacob Kurtz, 

who had constructed a hotel north of Steeles Avenue, moved his inn to the southeast corner of Steeles and 
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the Plank Road. This hotel was sold to James Mabley in 1858. After James’ death, Mary Mabley married 

Abner Cherry and the couple continued to operate the hotel for over 50 years (Hart 1968:92). 

 

 

Historical Development of Lot 25, Concession 2 West of Yonge Street 
 

According to the Abstract Index to Deed Titles, the Crown Patent for Lot 25 was granted to William 

Jarvis in 1796. The patent was for all 200 acres. Jarvis then sold the lot to John Fisher Sr. in 1801, who in 

turn sold the lot to Valentine Fisher in 1809. Valentine Fisher began to sell off smaller parcels of the lot in 

1830, starting with the sale of 47 acres to James McCague. McCague in turn sold 24 acres to Jacob Fisher 

in 1832 (Toronto Land Registry Office n.d.). 

 

Fisher then sold parts of the lot to Daniel Stong in 1836, Andrew Miller in 1839, James McLeod in 1839, 

Anthony Bowes in 1840, and Charles McNamee in 1842. Andrew Miller et al. sold his part to 

Christopher Troyer in 1843. Christopher Troyer et al. granted two and a half acres to Joseph Stong in 

1853, who in turn granted it to William Lynch in 1854. William Lynch then sold this part to Jacob Kurtz 

in 1856, who in turn sold to James Mabley in 1858. Mary [Mabley] Cherry then sold part of the lot to 

Ruth Cherry in 1886, who in turn granted this part to Abner Cherry in 1886 (Toronto Land Registry 

Office n.d.). 

 

It can be determined by proceeding backwards through the abstract index that the subject property was 

located in the part of the lot owned by Abner and Mary Cherry. Abner and Mary Cherry granted the 

subject property to Ruth Hulse and Maria Mabley in 1920, who in turn granted this part to Mabel and 

Benjamin Bramble in 1929. Benjamin Bramble then granted it to Mabel Bramble in 1938, who in turn 

granted to Ruth and Walter Rinaldo in 1940. Ruth and Walter Rinaldo then granted it to M. Lorene 

Montgomery in 1944, who in turn granted it to Matthew and Katherine Heron in 1946. Matthew and 

Katherine Heron then granted the area of study to Szydlow Investments Ltd. in 1968, who in turn granted 

it to Silver Rose Construction Ltd. that same year. Plan 64R-3077, encompassing this area, was registered 

in 1973 (Toronto Land Registry Office n.d.). 

 

Plan 64R-3077 was entitled “Plan of Survey of part of lot 25 Concession 2 West of Yonge Street.” It was 

dated September 13, 1973 and registered September 17, 1973. The plan shows Steeles Avenue at the 

north and an apartment building and underground garage in part 1 of the plan. P. Salna was the surveyor, 

but no owner was listed (Toronto Land Registry Office 1973). 

 

 

Development of 1875 Steeles Avenue West 
 

There was no listing for 1875 Steeles Avenue West in the 1965 or 1974 commercial directories (Might 

Directories Limited 1965, 1974). The 1975 directory notes that Garden View Terrace Apartments was 

located at 1875 Steeles Avenue West (Might Directories Limited 1975). The apartment had about 130 

residents on four floors. Garden View Terrace Apartments was still located at 1875 Steeles Avenue West 

in the 1980 and 1990 directories (Might Directories Limited 1980, 1990). The apartment building 

remained four storeys tall. In 1999, 1875 Steeles Avenue West Limited was located at 1875 Steeles 

Avenue West (Might Directories Limited 1999). The building had 98 residents. 

 

In summary, the subject property is located on the southeast corner of Steeles Avenue West and Dufferin 

Street, where a coaching inn was established in Fisherville ca. 1856. The inn was operated by Abner and 

Mary Cherry for over 50 years. The property was sold by the Cherry family in 1920. Plan 64R-3077 was 

registered in 1973 and the four-storey apartment complex with its underground parking garage at 1875 

Steeles Avenue West was built around 1975. 
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1.2.3 Review of Nineteenth- and Twentieth-Century Historical Mapping 
 

A review of historical mapping was undertaken to determine the presence of historical features within the 

subject property during the nineteenth-and twentieth-century which may represent potential historical 

archaeological sites on the property (Figures 2-5)1. It should be noted that not all features of interest were 

mapped systematically in the Ontario series of historical atlases, given that they were financed by 

subscription, and subscribers were given preference with regards to the level of detail provided on the 

maps. Moreover, not every feature of interest would have been within the scope of the atlases. 

 

On the 1851 J.O. Browne Map of the Township of York (Browne 1851) (Figure 2), the subject property is 

depicted south of the township line (now Steeles Avenue West). There are no structures depicted within 

the property limits, but a structure is illustrated immediately east of the property. Additional structures are 

located on either side of the Don River West Branch, approximately 150-200 metres east. It should be 

noted however, that the Browne map is highly inaccurate in the way in which it shows built features.  

 

On the 1860 Tremaine Map of the County of York (Tremaine 1860) (Figure 3), the subject property is 

depicted within a parcel of land owned by H. McCracles. There is a single structure depicted, located at 

the northern limit of the subject property abutting the county line (now Steeles Avenue West), while 

additional structures are shown near the intersection of Steeles Avenue West and Dufferin Street to the 

west. The Don River West Branch is depicted to the east of the subject property.  

 

On the 1878 Illustrated Historical Atlas of the County of York (Caniff 1878) (Figure 4), the subject 

property is depicted just south of the county line, partially within a parcel of land owned by A. Cherry 

(i.e. Abner Cherry) and partially within a parcel belonging to G.H. Appleby. There are two structures 

depicted within the parcel owned by A. Cherry, and the eastern of the two falls within the subject property 

limits.  The larger of the two structures within the subject property may possibly depict the coaching inn 

operated by the Cherry family. The Don River West Branch is depicted east of the subject property limits. 

 

Early topographic mapping was also reviewed for the presence of potential historical features. Figure 5 

illustrates the subject property on the 1914 NTS Markham Sheet (MDM 1914), where land features such 

as waterways, wetlands, woodlots and elevation are clearly illustrated. The subject property is depicted 

within the historical community of Fisherville, and a hotel or tavern (“M”) is depicted within the property 

limits; the depiction of the “M” appears to correspond with the structure within the property limits on the 

previous 1878 map. The property is depicted south of the county line and encompasses a ravine on the 

west side of the Don River West Branch (elevation noted as 650 feet above mean sea level) and is drawn 

surrounded by a wooded area to the south and west. 

 

 

1.2.4 Review of Aerial Imagery 
 

The City of Toronto Archives possesses a series of aerial photographs which illustrate the development of 

the area between 1947 and 1992 (City of Toronto 2020), and a review of this imagery was conducted in 

order to identify land use and/or disturbance in the vicinity of the subject property (Figure 6). The earliest 

 
1 Use of historic map sources to reconstruct/predict the location of former features within the modern landscape generally 

proceeds by using common reference points between the various sources. These sources are then georeferenced in order to 

provide the most accurate determination of the location of any property on historic mapping sources. The results of such 

exercises are often imprecise or even contradictory, as there are numerous potential sources of error inherent in such a process. 

These include the vagaries of map production (both past and present), the need to resolve differences of scale and resolution, and 

distortions introduced by reproduction of the sources. To a large degree, the significance of such margins of error is dependent on 

the size of the feature one is attempting to plot, the constancy of reference points, the distances between them, and the 

consistency with which both they and the target feature are depicted on the period mapping. 
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available image from 1947 shows the subject property south of Steeles Avenue West and immediately 

west of the Don River West Branch.  The land within the subject property has been cleared of trees and 

extensively landscaped. There is a large structure surrounded on all sides by a curving laneway. The Don 

River West Branch and surrounding treed ravine is located east of the subject property. Aerial imagery 

from 1957 shows that the structure and laneway are still extant. An orchard has been planted in the 

southern half of the subject property. The 1971 imagery still shows the structure, laneway, and orchard, 

although the land surrounding the subject property to the west and south has been graded and cleared of 

trees. Steeles Avenue West is depicted abutting the subject property to the north, now widened into a 

four-lane highway. The 1973 imagery shows that the former structure has been demolished and that the 

extant H-shaped apartment complex at 1875 Steeles Avenue West has been constructed; grading is 

apparent on all sides of the complex. The 1977 aerial imagery depicts the H-shaped structure, and also 

shows that the land  has been extensively altered, including the installation of an in-ground pool and 

several pathways. The 1992 imagery shows the subject property largely unchanged from its current 

conditions (c.f., Figure 7). The land immediately adjacent to the subject property to the south and west has 

undergone significant alteration, including grading, clearing, and the construction of a commercial retail 

complex.  

 

 

1.2.5 Review of Historical Archaeological Potential 
 

The S & G, Section 1.3.1 stipulates that areas of early Euro-Canadian settlement, including places of early 

military pioneer settlement (pioneer homesteads, isolated cabins, farmstead complexes), early wharf or 

dock complexes, pioneer churches, and early cemeteries are considered to have archaeological potential. 

There may be commemorative markers of their history, such as local, provincial, or federal monuments or 

heritage parks. Early historical transportation routes (trails, passes, roads, railways, portage routes), 

properties listed on a municipal register, designated under the Ontario Heritage Act, federal, provincial, 

or municipal historic landmarks or sites, and properties that local histories or informants have identified 

with possible archaeological sites, historical events, activities, or occupations, are also considered to have 

archaeological potential. The City of Toronto’s Archaeological Management Plan (ASI 2004) considers a 

similar suite of criteria or indicators. 

 

For the Euro-Canadian historical period, most early nineteenth-century farmsteads (i.e., those which are 

arguably the most potentially significant resources and whose locations are rarely recorded on nineteenth-

century maps) are likely to be captured by the basic proximity to water model, since these occupations 

were subject to similar environmental constraints as pre-contact Indigenous occupations. An added factor, 

however, is the development of the network of concession roads and railroads through the course of the 

nineteenth century. These transportation routes frequently influenced the siting of farmsteads and 

businesses. Accordingly, undisturbed lands within 100 metres of early settlement roads or railroads are 

also considered to have potential for the presence of Euro-Canadian archaeological sites.  

 

The S & G also defines buffers of 100 metres around registered historical sites, and the City of Toronto 

model follows these criteria (ASI 2004), however, there are no registered historical archaeological sites in 

the general vicinity of the subject property. 

 

Despite the presence of structures on the reviewed historical mapping, the proximity of the Don River 

West Branch, and the status of the property according to the City of Toronto Archaeological Management 

Plan, the research and aerial photography from the twentieth century indicates that the subject property 

has undergone significant and widespread disturbance from grading and development activities. It is 

therefore unlikely that any nineteenth-century Euro-Canadian material remains in situ on the subject 

property. 
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1.3 Archaeological Context 
 

This section provides background research pertaining to previous archaeological fieldwork conducted 

within and in the vicinity of the subject property, its environmental characteristics (including drainage, 

soils or surficial geology, and topography, etc.), and current land use and field conditions.  

 

 

1.3.1 Registered Archaeological Sites  
 

In order that an inventory of archaeological resources could be compiled for the subject property, three 

sources of information were consulted: the site record forms for registered archaeological sites housed at 

MHSTCI, published and unpublished documentary sources, and the files of ASI. 

 

In Ontario, information concerning archaeological sites is stored in the Ontario Archaeological Sites 

Database (OASD) which is maintained by the MHSTCI. This database contains archaeological sites 

registered within the Borden system. The Borden system was first proposed by Dr. Charles E. Borden and 

is based on a block of latitude and longitude. Each Borden block measures approximately 13 km east-

west by 18.5 km north-south. Each Borden block is referenced by a four-letter designator, and sites within 

a block are numbered sequentially as they are found. The subject property under review is located within 

the AkGu Borden block. 

 

No archaeological sites have been registered within the subject property, and only three sites have been 

registered within a one-kilometre radius (Table 2) (MHSTCI 2020). The nearest of these sites is AkGu-

323, located approximately 500 metres to the southeast. 
 

Table 2: Sites within a 1 km Radius 

Borden Name Temporal / Cultural Affiliation Site Type Researcher 

AkGu-10 Risebrough Late Woodland Village n/a 
AkGu-12 Dufferin Woodland Camp / campsite n/a 

AkGu-323 Edward 
Guardhouse 

Euro-Canadian Homestead NDA1 2017 

1NDA = New Directions Archaeology 
 

The general paucity of registered archaeological sites in the vicinity of the subject property is likely 

attributable to development of the metropolitan area prior to the instigation of systematic archaeological 

assessments under provincial legislation. Accordingly, the absence of registered archaeological sites 

should not be taken as an indicator of any lack of Indigenous or early Euro-Canadian land use or 

occupation (ASI 2004). 

 

 

1.3.2 Previous Assessments 
 

During the course of the background research, it was determined that no previous archaeological 

assessments are known to have been completed on or within a 50-metre radius of the subject property. 

 

 

1.3.3 Physiography 
 

The Peel Plain is a level-to-undulating area of clay soil which covers an area of approximately 77,700 ha 

across the central portions of the Regional Municipalities of York, Peel, and Halton. The Peel Plain has a 
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general elevation of between 500 and 750 feet above sea level with a gradual uniform slope towards Lake 

Ontario. The Peel Plain is sectioned by the Credit, Humber, Don, and Rouge Rivers with deep valleys as 

well as a number of other streams such as the Bronte, Oakville, and Etobicoke Creeks. These valleys are 

in places bordered by trains of sandy alluvium. The region is devoid of large undrained depressions, 

swamps, and bogs though nevertheless the dominant soil possesses imperfect drainage.  

 

The Peel Plain overlies shale and limestone till which in many places is veneered by occasionally varved 

clay. This clay is heavy in texture and more calcareous than the underlying till and was presumably 

deposited by meltwater from limestone regions and deposited in a temporary lake impounded by higher 

ground and the ice lobe of the Lake Ontario basin. The Peel Plain straddles across the contact of the grey 

and red shales of the Georgian Bay and Queenston Formations, respectively, which consequently gives 

the clay southwest of the Credit River a more reddish hue and lower lime content than the clay in the 

eastern part of the plain. Additionally, the region exhibits exceptional isolated tracts of sandy soil 

specifically in Trafalgar Township, near Unionville, and north of Brampton where in the latter location 

there is a partly buried esker. The region does not possess any good aquifers and the high level of 

evaporation from the clay’s now deforested surface is a disabling factor in ground-water recharge. 

Further, deep groundwater accessed by boring is often found to be saline (Chapman and Putnam 

1984:174–175). 

 

The subject property is within the Don River watershed, which drains an area of approximately 36,000 ha 

from its headwaters on the Oak Ridges Moraine to its confluence with Lake Ontario (TRCA 2019). The 

Don River West Branch flows north-south approximately 40 metres east of the subject property. 

 

 

1.3.4 Review of Indigenous Archaeological Potential 
 

The S & G stipulates that primary water sources (lakes, rivers, streams, creeks), secondary water sources 

(intermittent streams and creeks, springs, marshes, swamps), ancient water sources (glacial lake 

shorelines indicated by the presence of raised sand or gravel beach ridges, relic river or stream channels 

indicated by clear dip or swale in the topography, shorelines of drained lakes or marshes, cobble beaches), 

as well as accessible or inaccessible shorelines (high bluffs, swamp or marsh fields by the edge of a lake, 

sandbars stretching into marsh) are characteristics that indicate archaeological potential. 

 

Potable water is the single most important resource necessary for any extended human occupation or 

settlement. Since water sources have remained relatively stable in south central Ontario after the 

Pleistocene era, proximity to water can be regarded as a useful index for the evaluation of archaeological 

site potential. Indeed, distance from water has been one of the most commonly used variables for 

predictive modelling of site location.  

 

The generic MHSTCI distance to water potential model has been refined for the City of Toronto as part of 

its Archaeological Management Plan (ASI 2004). According to the Plan, undisturbed lands within 250 

metres of an extant or formerly mapped river or creek, or within 250 metres of the pre-development 

shoreline of Lake Ontario, have potential for the presence of pre-contact Indigenous archaeological sites. 

In addition, this potential zone is extended to any floodplain lands and to land in proximity to the Lake 

Iroquois strand (i.e., lands above and within 200 metres of the strand, or below and within 100 metres of 

the strand).  

 

Other geographic characteristics that can indicate archaeological potential include: elevated topography 

(eskers, drumlins, large knolls, plateaux), pockets of well-drained sandy soil, especially near areas of 

heavy soil or rocky ground, distinctive land formations that might have been special or spiritual places, 

such as waterfalls, rock outcrops, caverns, mounds, and promontories and their bases. There may be 
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physical indicators of their use, such as burials, structures, offerings, rock paintings or carvings. Resource 

areas, such as: food or medicinal plants (migratory routes, spawning areas, prairie) and scarce raw 

materials (quartz, copper, ochre, or outcrops of chert) are also considered characteristics that indicate 

archaeological potential. None of these special features are known to exist around the subject property. 

 

The S & G also defines buffers of 100 metres around registered archaeological sites, and the City of 

Toronto model follows these criteria (ASI 2004). However, there are no documented Indigenous 

archaeological sites within 100 metres of the subject property. 

 

Given the proximity of the subject property to the Don River West Branch, the property would typically 

be considered to exhibit the potential for the presence of Indigenous archaeological resources. However, 

due to the widespread disturbance of the property during its development and redevelopment, the 

likelihood of the recovery of in situ archaeological resources on the subject property is nil, as Indigenous 

sites would not have survived the various development activities which have resulted in disturbance 

throughout the entire subject property. 

 

 

1.3.5 Existing Conditions 
 

The subject property is approximately 1.41 ha in size and comprises an H-shaped residential apartment 

complex surrounded on three sides by a paved parking lot and by landscaped lawn to the south (Figure 7). 

An underground parking garage underlies the landscaped lawn in the southern half of the subject 

property. The property is bounded to the north by Steeles Avenue West, to the west by a commercial 

residential complex, to the south by a paved parking lot, and to the east by a steep ravine on the east bank 

of the Don River West Branch. The topography of the area has been artificially leveled through 

substantial grading and development. 

 

 

2.0 FIELD METHODS 
 

A Stage 1 field review was completed on February 24, 2020, in order to assess the geography, 

topography, and current conditions of the subject property, as well as to evaluate and map archaeological 

potential of the subject property prior to redevelopment. The field review was conducted by Ms. Emily 

Fitzpatrick (R1092). The weather conditions and lighting were appropriate for the completion of the 

fieldwork and permitted good visibility of the land features.  

 

In accordance with the S & G, the Stage 1 field review was conducted by means of visual inspection 

across all accessible portions of the subject property. Select photo locations and field observations have 

been compiled on project mapping (Figure 8). 

 

 

2.1 Findings 
 

The subject property consists of a residential apartment complex surrounded on three sides by an asphalt 

parking lot and by a landscaped lawn overlaying an underground parking garage that extends throughout 

the southern half of the subject property. Recreation facilities, including a playground and an in-ground 

pool, have been installed in the southern lawn. The property was intensively graded prior to the 

construction of the apartment complex, parking garage, and parking lots. Buried utilities and 

infrastructure have been documented throughout the subject property (Plates 1-9; Figure 8).  
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3.0 ANALYSIS AND CONCLUSIONS 
 

ASI was contracted by Tenblock to undertake a Stage 1 Archaeological Assessment of 1875 Steeles 

Avenue West, part of Lot 25, Concession 2 W.Y.S., Part 1 of Registered Plan 64R-3077, in the former 

Township of York, County of York, now in the City of Toronto, Ontario. The overall size of the subject 

property is approximately 1.41 ha. 

 
The Stage 1 background assessment entailed consideration of the proximity of previously registered 

archaeological sites and the original environmental setting of the property, along with nineteenth- and 

twentieth-century settlement trends. This research, in conjunction with the criteria established in the City 

of Toronto Archaeological Management Plan, indicated that while the subject property does meet certain 

criteria for the potential of encountering pre-contact Indigenous and Euro-Canadian historical resources, it 

is unlikely that in situ archaeological resources will be recovered from the subject property due to the 

widespread and intensive ground disturbance due to grading below topsoil related to the development of 

the extant apartment complex at 1875 Steeles Avenue West. 

 

A visual inspection of the property confirmed that the entire subject property has been heavily altered in 

the latter half of the twentieth century and the construction techniques employed would have obliterated 

any traces of early occupation within the property. In accordance with the S & G, Section 1.3.2, the 

degree of the extensive and deep land alterations has removed all potential for the recovery of 

archaeological resources within the limits of the subject property. 

 

 
4.0 RECOMMENDATIONS 

 
In light of these results, the following recommendation is made: 

 

a) The subject property may be considered clear of archaeological concern. No further 

archaeological assessment of the subject property is required. 

 

NOTWITHSTANDING the results and recommendations presented in this study, ASI notes that no 

archaeological assessment, no matter how thorough or carefully completed, can necessarily predict, 

account for, or identify every form of isolated or deeply buried archaeological deposit. In the event that 

archaeological remains are found during subsequent construction activities, the consultant archaeologist, 

approval authority, and the Cultural Programs Unit of the Ministry of Heritage, Sport, Tourism, and 

Culture Industries should be immediately notified.  

 

The documentation related to this project will be curated by ASI until such time that arrangements for 

their ultimate transfer to Her Majesty the Queen in right of Ontario, or other public institution, can be 

made to the satisfaction of the project owner(s), the Ontario Ministry of Heritage, Sport, Tourism, and 

Culture Industries, and any other legitimate interest groups. 

 

 

5.0 LEGISLATION COMPLIANCE ADVICE 
 

ASI advises compliance with the following legislation:  

 

• This report is submitted to the Minister of Heritage, Sport, Tourism and Culture Industries as 

a condition of licensing in accordance with Part VI of the Ontario Heritage Act, RSO 1990, c 

0.18. The report is reviewed to ensure that it complies with the standards and guidelines that 
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are issued by the Minister, and that the archaeological field work and report 

recommendations ensure the conservation, preservation and protection of the cultural heritage 

of Ontario. When all matters relating to archaeological sites within the project area of a 

development proposal have been addressed to the satisfaction of the Ministry of Heritage, 

Sport, Tourism, and Culture Industries, a letter will be issued by the ministry stating that 

there are no further concerns with regard to alterations to archaeological sites by the proposed 

development. 

 

• It is an offence under Sections 48 and 69 of the Ontario Heritage Act for any party other than 

a licensed archaeologist to make any alteration to a known archaeological site or to remove 

any artifact or other physical evidence of past human use or activity from the site, until such 

time as a licensed archaeologist has completed archaeological field work on the site, 

submitted a report to the Minister stating that the site has no further cultural heritage value or 

interest, and the report has been filed in the Ontario Public Register of Archaeology Reports 

referred to in Section 65.1 of the Ontario Heritage Act.  

 

• Should previously undocumented archaeological resources be discovered, they may be a new 

archaeological site and therefore subject to Section 48 (1) of the Ontario Heritage Act. The 

proponent or person discovering the archaeological resources must cease alteration of the site 

immediately and engage a licensed consultant archaeologist to carry out archaeological 

fieldwork, in compliance with sec. 48 (1) of the Ontario Heritage Act. 

 

• The Funeral, Burial and Cremation Services Act, 2002, S.O. 2002. c.33, requires that any 

person discovering or having knowledge of a burial site shall immediately notify the police or 

coroner. It is recommended that the Registrar of Cemeteries at the Ministry of Consumer 

Services is also immediately notified. 

 

• Archaeological sites recommended for further archaeological field work or protection remain 

subject to Section 48(1) of the Ontario Heritage Act and may not be altered, nor may artifacts 

be removed from them, except by a person holding an archaeological license.  
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7.0 PLATES 

  

Plate 1: View of asphalt parking lot and residential 
complex, looking southeast.  
Note entrance to parking garage on right side. 

Plate 2: View of asphalt parking lot and residential 
complex, looking south.  

  

  

Plate 3: View of southern yard and landscaped area, 
looking northwest. 

Plate 4: View of entrance to underground parking 
garage, looking southeast. 
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Plate 5: View of landscaped yard, looking north.  
Note: ventilation for underground parking facility.  

Plate 6: View of swimming pool, pathways, and 
entrance to underground parking facility, looking 
east. 

  
Plate 7: View of ventilation for underground parking 
facility, looking east.  
Note: slope at southeastern limit of subject 
property.  

Plate 8: Electric utility boxes in northwestern corner 
of subject property, looking west. 
 

  
Plate 9: View of buried utilities within parking lot, 
looking west. 
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8.0 FIGURES 
 

See following pages for detailed assessment mapping and figures. 
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